
Opening Statement By Chairman Vernon J. Ehlers


Good morning ladies and gentleman. 



 



          The Committee on
House Administration will come to order. The purpose of today's oversight
hearing is to get an update on the operations of the Library of Congress, and
the ways in which the Library is preparing for its future through its ongoing
strategic planning, technology, design and preservation initiatives. 



          



          One of the greatest
challenges for America's
librarians and archivists is responding to the changing ways in which
information is being created, shared, stored and maintained in the digital age.
In order for our nation's libraries to maintain their relevancy to the public,
they must look for opportunities to not only adapt to the digital revolution,
but to embrace it. Dr. James H. Billington, the Librarian of Congress and one
of our witnesses today, is committed to leveraging advances in technology to
enhance the Library's operations, and to meet evolving needs of the Congress
and the public. Today, he will lay out his vision for how the Library of
Congress will continue to transform itself in order to continue their goal of
being America's
premier library into the 21st Century.



 



One of the largest and most exciting additions to the Library is the
creation of the National Audiovisual Conservation Center (NAVCC) located in Culpepper, Virginia.
This facility, which was made possible through a partnership between the
Library and the Packard Humanities Institute, with the aid of the Architect of
the Capitol, will eventually house the entirety of the Library's audiovisual
collection, and will feature specialized preservation laboratories used to
minimize the degradation of these items over time. I look forward to receiving
an update from our witnesses on the construction of the NAVCC facilities so
that we may better understand how the opening of this facility next year will
impact current Library operations.
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An exciting initiative that embraces emerging technologies is the National
Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program, or NDIIPP. Its
goal is to develop ways to preserve information through the use of technology.
Now, halfway through its Congressional authorization, NDIIPP is committed to
increasing access to a rich body of digital content through the establishment of
a national network of committed partners who have a common goal of preserving
our digital heritage. The network now has over 67 partners, and plans to expand
the program to assist state governments. NDIIPP is focused on the retention of
digital media, which is so often lost due to its evolving and dynamic nature. 



 



To help guide the NDIIPP, a National Digital Strategy Advisory Board has
been created. It is comprised of federal agencies such as the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), the Government Printing Office (GPO), and
the National Science Foundation (NSF), in addition to business leaders and
technical experts. We would like to learn from our witnesses today what
progress has been made since the establishment of the program, which upcoming
projects are included in the program, and the overall strategic direction. I
believe that the work of this program will be instrumental in the establishment
of government-wide standards for the preservation, authentication, and access
to digital information. I encourage the Library to assist GPO and NARA as they work on
standards that not only will digitize federal government information, but will
also preserve it and make it available to the public.



 



          Another technology
initiative that is of interest to the Committee is the World Digital Library,
which will create a repository of rare and historic materials for public use.
This program is being supported through both private and public funding.
Recently, Google Inc. expressed their support for the project through a $3
million donation. While I am pleased at the progress that has been made in
preserving our history through the use of technology, there are many questions
raised by the formation of the World Digital Library. With the explosive growth
of the Internet and the never-ending amount of material available that could
potentially be archived, the Library must ensure that the proper controls are
in place so that the proper information is being stored, with the appropriate
operations in place to maintain the integrity of the collection. I look forward
to hearing from our witnesses today concerning the management and governance of
this important project.
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Another issue of importance before this Committee is the progress being made
on the Jefferson Building redesign. With the construction
of the Capitol Visitor Center (CVC) growing closer to completion, there will
soon be an opportunity to give visitors to the CVC an additional rich,
multimedia experience as they enter the Jefferson Building.
I am eager to get a sense of our plans and schedule for the Jefferson Building
space.



 



Before I conclude my remarks, I should note another issue that has come to
my attention. Over the past year, the Committee has received several letters
from Members expressing deep concern with CRS experts' ability to meet
the standards of the agency's mission of providing the Congress
with, "non-partisan, objective analysis and research on all legislative
issues," when comments and criticisms are being made in the media. 
It should be the objective of CRS to always present to the Congress
confidential analysis that fairly represents all sides of an issue.  This
Committee would like CRS employees to keep that in mind when speaking about
their work for the Congress outside of the office.



 



Finally, with all of the changes that have taken place within the Library
over the past several years, and the increasing focus on digital and
technological enhancements to the Library's operations, I would like to get a
sense from Dr. Billington as to what is being done to ensure that the workforce
in place at the Library of Congress is equipped and prepared for this change.
As we prepare our physical and technical infrastructure with the equipment
required to keep up with the latest technology, it is equally important to
ensure that our workforce is prepared for this transition.
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